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Austria Student Visa Checklist (2025 Guide for
Non-EU Students)

Prepared by: www.travellingscholars.com

August 24, 2025

1 Introduction

Austria is a popular destination for international students due to its world-class
universities and affordable tuition. However, non-EU/EEA/Swiss students need
a visa or residence permit to study in Austria. This document provides a com-
prehensive checklist of required documents, eligibility criteria, application process,
deadlines, fees, and tips for a successful student visa application in 2025.

2 Which Permission Do You Need?

• Visa C: Up to 90 days (short courses or preparatory stays).
• Visa D: 91 days to 6 months (applied at the Austrian embassy/consulate
in your home country).

• Residence Permit – Student (Aufenthaltsbewilligung “Studierender”):
For degree programs or study stays exceeding 6 months.

3 Checklist of Required Documents

A. Common to Visa D and Residence Permit

• Valid passport (plus copies) and recent biometric passport photos.
• University admission or enrolment letter.
• Proof of accommodation in Austria (lease or dormitory contract).
• Proof of sufficient financial means (see Section 4).
• Health insurance covering all risks (travel insurance until enrolment).
• Proof of origin of funds (bank statements, scholarship letters, sponsor doc-
umentation).

• Birth certificate and police clearance (may be requested).

B. Specific to Residence Permit – Student

• Completed application form in German.
• Declaration of regular expenses (loans, maintenance).
• Proof of academic progress (for renewals).
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C. Specific to Visa D

• Travel itinerary and proof of previous Schengen visas (if applicable).
• Country-specific documents (local ID, residence card, extra copies).

4 Proof of Financial Means (2025)

Applicants must show funds according to Austrian social assistance reference rates:
• Students under 24: €703.58/month (˜€8,442.96 per year).
• Students 24 and over: €1,273.99/month (˜€15,287.88 per year).
• Couples: €2,009.85/month.
• Each child: €196.57/month extra.

If rent exceeds €376.27/month, additional funds must be shown.

5 Health Insurance

• Initially: travel health insurance covering all risks.
• After enrolment: Austrian public student insurance (ÖGK), preferential pre-
mium €73.48/month in 2025.

6 Application Process

For Visa C/D

1. Collect documents.
2. Book an appointment at the Austrian embassy/consulate.
3. Submit application in person (biometrics taken).
4. Pay visa fee.
5. Receive decision and collect passport/visa.

For Residence Permit – Student

1. Prepare your documents with legalization/translation if necessary.
2. Submit application abroad at an Austrian mission, or in Austria if visa-free.
3. Pay application fees and provide biometrics.
4. If applying abroad, collect Visa D for entry once approved.
5. Register your address in Austria (Meldezettel).
6. Switch to Austrian student health insurance and collect your residence per-

mit card.

7 Eligibility Criteria

• Non-EU/EEA/Swiss citizen admitted to an Austrian higher education insti-
tution.

• Proof of sufficient funds, accommodation, and health insurance.
• No threat to public order/security.

2



ww
w.
tr
av
ell
in
gs
ch
ol
ar
s.c
om

ww
w.
tr
av
ell
in
gs
ch
ol
ar
s.c
om

8 Fees

• Residence Permit – Student: Approx. €156–€160 total (application,
grant, ID data).

• Visa D: Varies by country; some missions charge, others waive fees.

9 Processing Times

• Visa C/D: 2–8 weeks.
• Residence Permit – Student: Up to 90 days (apply 12–16 weeks in advance).

10 Tips for a Successful Application

• Apply early (12–16 weeks before travel).
• Provide consistent financial records (avoid unexplained deposits).
• Account for higher rent if applicable.
• Bring legalized and translated documents where required.
• Ensure continuous insurance coverage.
• Submit renewals within 3 months before expiry.
• Always confirm consulate-specific requirements.

11 Conclusion

By carefully preparing documents, meeting financial and insurance requirements,
and applying early, non-EU students can successfully secure a visa or residence
permit to study in Austria. Always check the Austrian consulate or OeAD for the
most up-to-date information.
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